What is a Riparian Area?
Riparian areas are the areas berdering on streams;
lakes, and wetlands that link water to land. The blend
of streambed, water, trees, shrubs and grasses directly
influences and provides fish habitat.
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Fish need trees!

The riparian area is fish habitat. It provides shade
and shelter from predators, as well as a home and food
for the insects that are food for fish. It provides wood to
the stream that provides shelter and nutrients. The
Riparian Area also protects water quality by filtering
rainwater runoff and slowing flow from heavy rains. The
spongy soils soak up excess water and release it slowly,
protecting you from floods and sudden bank erosion.

Riparian areas are highly productive ecosystems
and are a critical source of British Columbia’s
biodiversity.

What can 1 do?

Breventing damage to riparian fish habitat is easier
than restoring it if damage has occurred. You can
restore damaged riparian areas by allowing natural
revegetation to take fts course and by re-establishing
native plants, as appropriate. Encourage  your
neighbours to do the same. Fish don”t understand
property boundaries!

Value for fish and for people.

Permanently protected natural areas make
neighbourhoods desirable and can have a positive
impact on your property values.

Protected riparian areas mean:

Better surface and ground water quality
Lower water and waste treatment costs
Higher aesthetic values )
Lower greenhouse gas emissions
Healthy fish habitat

a Lower flood hazards

a Better air quality, and much more!
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It will take all of us working cooperatively in our
communities and with all levels of government to
keep riparian areas healthy. To verify that our
collective efforts are adequately protecting riparian
areas, spot inspections and ongoing project
monitoring of development will be conducted.

For more information:

Consult your local government to learn about the
permit and approval process for developments in
your riparian area. To find out more about how you
can protect and conserve riparian areas and obtain
the RAR implementation guidebook visit:
= Eé&h:ﬁmoﬁUn.nm}mwﬁm.n__mmrlnaﬂmndo:lmnq
riparian/riparian_areas.html

For a list of regional districts and municipalities
where the Riparian Areas Regulation applies visit:

s Eéé.mnﬁmonPS?mw_ﬁmﬁ__:mrlu_.ognmngo:.,mnd
riparian/docurnents/T ablewithLocalgovernments.pdf

For more information about riparian areas visit:
= www.livingbywater.ca
s www.stewardshipcentre.bc.ca

Do you have a
Stream, Lake,
Wetland or Ditch

on or beside your

You need to know:

Provincial and Federal legislation may apply to
you. This brochure is intended to assist land
owners & developers who are planning
development activities in riparian areas
adjacent to streams or other water bodies.

This pamphlet is e guide only. Itis not a su bstitute for
the Federal Fisheries Act, the Riparian Areas
Regulation or your local government’s bylaws.
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